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TOASTS 

MR.  LOUIS  STERN,  President  of  the  Club,  Presiding 


Grace Rev.  Bishop  Charles  H.  Fowler 

Address President  Roosevelt 

Abraham  Lincoln Senator  Jonathan  P.  Dolliver 

The  Republican  Party Hon.  George  A.  Knight 

The  Unity  of  the  Republic Hon.  James  M.  Beck 


The  President  of  the  Club,  the  Honorable  Louis  Stern, 
called  upon  the  Reverend  Bishop  Fowler  to  say  grace. 


GRACE 

Heavenly  Father,  we  pray  thy  blessing  upon  us  as  we 
gather  in  this  place.  Accept  our  thanks  for  the  ceaseless  mercies 
that  have  crowded  our  lives.  We  bless  thee  for  our  country, 
and  for  our  liberties,  and  for  our  power,  and  for  our  victories, 
and  for  our  chances  to  do  something  for  right  and  righteousness 
in  the  world.  We  pray  thee  to  bless  us  as  we  are  together  this 
night.  Bless  our  President,  shield  him  on  every  side;  bless  all 
the  interests  of  the  Republic  and  bring  this  company  out  of  the 
years  to  eternal  life  in  our  Redeemer.     Amen. 
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INTRODUCTORY   ADDRESS 

OF 

HON.   LOUIS    STERN 

Prtsident  of  the  Club 

The  President:  Mr.  President,  Ladies,  Guests  and  Fellow 
members  of  the  Republican  Club : 

Nothing  is  more  fitting  than  that  the  principal  observance 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  natal  day  of  Abraham  Lincoln  should 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Republican  Club  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 

It  is  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to 
this,  our  nineteenth  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  that  immortal 
leader  of  men,  and  pay  our  tribute  to  the  memory  of  that 
sainted  martyr,  whose  whole  life  was  and  is  ever  an  inspiration 
for  the  development  of  all  that  is  best  in  American  citizenship. 
(Applause.) 

The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Nation  has  by  his  presence 
made  this  occasion  doubly  memorable  and  notable  (applause) 
and  I  deem  it  a  rare  privilege  to  welcome  him  here  tonight. 

We  greet  him  not  only  because  he  occupies  the  most  ex- 
alted position  in  the  gift  of  the  American  people,  but  for  another 
potent  reason.  We  greet  him  because  no  man  has  more  clearly 
demonstrated  to  the  American  Nation,  by  the  quality  of  his 
administration,  his  right  to  be  the  successor  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  President,  we  of  the  Republican  Club  and  every  citi- 
zen of  this  imperial  city,  appreciate  your  presence  here  tonight. 

The  fact  that  you  have  been  a  loyal  and  steadfast  member 
of  this  organization  for  twenty  years  attests,  in  no  small  degree, 
the  interest  you  have  at  all  times  taken  in  it  and  the  principles  for 
which  it  stands. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  there  is  nothing  more  inspiring  in 
American  history  than  the  rise  and  development  of  Abraham 
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Lincoln,  whose  fame  is  as  enduring  as  the  everlasting  hills,  and 
as  invigorating  as  the  radiant  sunshine.  At  this  annual  gather- 
ing we  assemble  again  to  renew  our  inspiration  from  his  high 
ideals  and  unselfish  impulses,  and  rekindle  the  fires  of  patriotism 
and  love  for  our  fellow  men,  which  are  so  essential  in  this 
country  of  ours. 

I  have  no  hesitancy  in  asserting  that  the  policies  inaugu- 
rated by  Abraham  Lincoln,  nurtured  and  fostered  by  William 
McKinley  (applause)  have  reached  their  most  perfect  develop- 
ment under  the  administration  of  Theodore  Roosevelt.  (Ap- 
plause.) The  four  years  to  come  will  undoubtedly  be  marked 
by  the  elimination  of  geographical  and  sectional  lines,  and  the 
development  of  a  higher,  purer  patriotism,  that  knows  no  East, 
no  West,  no  North,  no  South,  but  a  patriotism  which  recognizes 
one  country,  one  Nation,  one  people,  a  patriotism  that  is 
thoroughly  American.     (Applause.) 

Fellow  Republicans,  what  man  is  so  well  qualified  to  ac- 
complish this  as  Theodore  Roosevelt?  (Applause.)  Equal 
justice  and  equal  opportunities  for  every  citizen  will  be  the 
means  for  bringing  about  this  most  desirable  result. 

In  his  first  annual  address  as  President,  Washington  said: 
"To  be  prepared  for  war  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of 
preserving  peace." 

This  doctrine  is  also  the  doctrine  of  President  Roosevelt, 
and  if  ever  that  doctrine  held  good  it  certainly  does  today ;  and, 
carried  out,  will  make  secure  the  future  prosperity  of  this  country 
and  insure  its  material  prosperity  for  all  time  to  come.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Gentlemen:  Before  we  proceed  to  listen  to  the  addresses 
of  the  eminent  gentlemen  present  with  us  tonight  I  will  ask  you 
all  to  have  your  glasses  filled,  rise  and  drink  to  the  health  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  (Toast  drunk  standing,  amid 
great  cheering.) 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  It  is  my  great  privilege  and  pleas- 
ure to  present  to  you  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Nation, 
Theodore  Roosevelt.     (Great  applause  and  cheering.) 
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ADDRESS   OF 

THEODORE   ROOSEVELT 

President  of  the    United  States 

Mr.  President,  and  you,  my  fellow  members  of  the  Repub-I 
lican  Club,  and  you,  my  fellow  guests  of  the  Republican  Club 
(applause),  before  I  come  to  the  matter  which  I  have  specially 
to  lay  before  you  tonight  let  me  say  a  word  on  another  subject. 

Prior  to  receiving  the  invitation  to  address  this  Club  on 
this  day  I  had  already  accepted  an  invitation  from  one  who  is 
a  guest  with  me  tonight.  Gen.  Howard  (applause),  who  was 
to  give  a  dinner  tonight  in  behalf  of  a  cause  which  every  man 
who  believes  in  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  who  be- 
lieves in  the  union,  should  have  at  heart. 

On  the  last  occasion  when  Gen.  Howard  spoke  with  the 
great  martyred  President,  President  Lincoln  showed  himself 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  East  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  and  the  Virginia  mountains,  and  spoke  so  earnestly 
of  their  welfare  that  Gen.  Howard  then  pledged  himself  to  do 
all  he  could  to  promote  the  welfare  of  those  people  among 
whom  Lincoln  was  born,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  pledge  he 
and  those  associated  with  him  have  established  a  group  of 
schools,  called  the  Lincoln  Memorial  University,  at  Cumber- 
land Gap,  for  the  industrial,  normal  and  academic  training  of 
those  people.  And  the  General  has  felt  that  he  was  in  a  pecu- 
liar way  carrying  out  the  purpose  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  dedi- 
cating himself  to  that  work. 

I  should  not  have  felt  at  liberty  to  disregard  his  invitation 
to  me  for  any  other  invitation  except  that  which  I  have  accepted 
this  evening.  (Applause.)  But  when  I  told  the  General  what 
this  Club  meant  to  me,  and  what  it  meant  to  me  to  come  as 
President  of  the  United  States  among  my  fellow  members  here. 
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the  General  at  once  released  me  from  my  promise  to  him.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

And  now  in  what  I  have  to  say  to  you  tonight  I  shall  not 
strive  to  entertain  you.  I  shall  try  to  speak  to  you  in  a  manner 
to  express  what  you  and  I,  I  believe,  have  most  at  heart. 

I  do  not — I  will  change  the  form  of  that  sentence — you 
here  are  Republicans  only  secondarily — you  are  Americans  first. 
(Applause.)  And  I  speak  to  you  tonight  as  a  typical  gather- 
ing of  my  fellow  Americans.  Typical  in  the  fact  that  we  repre- 
sent different  creeds,  that  some  of  us  were  born  here  and  some 
abroad,  that  some  of  us  live  here,  some  in  the  West  and  some  in 
the  South,  but  that  v/e  are  each  and  all,  every  one  of  us,  with- 
out regard  to  creed  or  birthplace,  good  Americans  and  nothing 
else.     (Applause.) 

I  speak  to  you,  my  old  friends  and  companions,  to  you, 
with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  intimately  associated  in  poli- 
tical hfe  from  the  time  that  I  cast  my  first  vote,  to  you  the  men 
of  the  great  war  to  whom  I  looked  up  from  the  time  I  came  to 
manhood,  as  setting  the  example  for  every  young  American  to 
follow  should  ever  another  v/ar  call  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  one  or  two  of  you  beside  whom  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  fight  in  a  little  war  (applause) — it  wasn't  a  big  war,  but 
it  was  all  the  v/ar  there  was.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  I 
speak  to  a  body  of  men  who  have  rendered  in  the  past,  and  are 
rendering  in  the  present,  in  the  Army,  in  the  Navy,  on  the 
Bench,  in  the  Senate,  in  private  life,  the  kind  of  service  which 
makes  us  content,  and  more  than  content  to  be  American  citi- 
zens. (Applause.)  And,  therefore,  I  intend  to  speak  to  you 
tonight,  not  as  Republicans  only,  not  as  New  Yorkers  only,  but 
as  good  Americans,  good  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and, 
therefore,  having  deeply  at  heart  the  problems  connected  with 
any  and  all  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union 
they  live.     (Applause.) 

In  his  second  inaugural,  in  a  speech  which  will  be  read  as 
long  as  the  memory  of  this  nation  endures,  Abraham  Lincoln 
closed  by  saying : 
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"With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with 
firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us 
strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in;  .  .  .  to  do  all  which 
may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  our- 
selves, and  with  all  nations."  (Applause.) 

Immediately  after  his  re-election  he  had  already  spoken 
thus;  mind  you,  gentlemen,  speaking  this  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  his  re-election  to  the  Presidency  in  the  midst  of  a 
civil  v/ar  which,  because  of  its  extreme  bitterness,  would  have 
corroded  with  a  like  bitterness  the  soul  of  any  man  less  high- 
minded  than  he  was.     Fie  said : 

"The  strife  of  the  election  is  but  human  nature  practically 
applied  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  What  has  occurred  in  this 
case  must  ever  recur  in  similar  cases.  Human  nature  will  not 
change.  In  any  future  great  national  trial,  compared  with  the 
men  of  this,  we  shall  have  as  weak  and  as  strong,  as  silly  and  as 
wise,  as  bad,  and  as  good.  Let  us,  therefore,  study  the  inci- 
dents of  this  as  philosophy  to  learn  wisdom  from,  and  none  of 
them  as  wrongs  to  be  revenged.  .  .  .  May  not  all  having  a 
common  interest  reunite  in  a  comm.on  effort  to  serve  our  common 
country?  For  my  own  part,  I  have  striven  and  shall  strive  to 
avoid  placing  any  obstacle  in  the  way.  So  long  as  I  have  been 
here" — thus  spoke  Abraham  Lincoln — "I  have  not  willingly 
planted  a  thorn  in  any  man's  bosom.  While  I  am  deeply  sen- 
sible to  the  high  compliment  of  a  re-election,  and  duly  grateful, 
as  I  trust,  to  Almighty  God  for  having  directed  my  countrymen 
to  a  right  conclusion,  as  I  think,  for  their  own  good,  it  adds 
nothing  to  my  satisfaction  that  any  other  man  may  be  disap- 
pointed or  pained  by  the  result. 

"May  I  ask  those  who  have  not  differed  with  me  to  join 
with  me  in  this  same  spirit  toward  those  who  have?"  (Great 
applause.) 

This  is  the  spirit  in  which  mighty  Lincoln  sought  to  bind 
up  the  nation's  wounds  when  its  soul  was  yet  seething  with 
fierce  hatreds,  with  wrath,  with  rancor,  with  all  the  evil  and 
dreadful  passions  provoked  by  civil  war.    Surely  this  is  the  spirit 
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which  all  Americans  should  show  now,  when  there  is  so  little 
excuse  for  malice  or  rancor  or  hatred,  when  there  is  so  little  of 
vital  consequence  to  divide  brother  from  brother.     (Applause.) 

Lincoln,  himself  a  man  of  Southern  birth,  did  not  hesitate 
to  appeal  to  the  sword  when  he  became  satisfied  that  in  no 
other  way  could  the  Union  be  saved,  for  high  though  he  put 
peace  he  put  righteousness  still  higher.  (Applause.)  He 
warred  for  the  Union;  he  warred  to  free  the  slave;  and  when 
he  warred  he  warred  in  earnest,  for  it  is  a  sign  of  weakness  to 
be  half-hearted  when  blows  must  be  struck.  (Applause.)  But 
he  felt  only  love,  a  love  as  deep  as  the  tenderness  of  his  great 
and  sad  heart,  for  all  his  countrymen  alike  in  the  North  and  in 
the  South,  and  he  longed  above  everything  for  the  day  when 
they  should  once  more  be  knit  together  in  the  unbreakable  bonds 
of  eternal  friendship. 

We  of  today,  in  dealing  with  all  our  fellow  citizens,  white 
or  colored.  North  or  South,  should  strive  to  show  just  the  quali- 
ties that  Lincoln  showed:  his  steadfastness  in  striving  after 
the  right,  and  his  infinite  patience  and  forbearance  with  those 
who  saw  that  right  less  clearly  than  he  did ;  his  earnest  endeavor 
to  do  what  was  best,  and  yet  his  readiness  to  accept  the  best 
that  was  practicable  when  the  ideal  best  was  unattainable;  his 
unceasing  effort  to  cure  what  was  evil,  coupled  with  his  refusal 
to  make  a  bad  situation  worse  by  any  ill-judged  or  ill-timed 
effort  to  make  it  better. 

The  great  Civil  War,  in  which  Lincoln  towered  as  the 
loftiest  figure,  left  us  not  only  a  reunited  country,  but  a  country 
which  has  the  proud  right  to  claim  as  its  own  the  glory  won 
alike  by  those  who  wore  the  blue  and  by  those  who  wore  the 
gray  (applause)  ;  by  those  who  followed  Grant  and  by  those 
who  followed  Lee,  for  both  fought  with  equal  bravery  and  with 
equal  sincerity  of  conviction,  each  striving  for  the  light  as  it  was 
given  him  to  see  the  light,  though  it  is  now  clear  to  all  that  the 
triumph  of  the  cause  of  freedom  and  of  the  Union  was  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  mankind.  (Great  applause.)  We  are  now 
one  people,  a  people  with  failings  which  we  must  not  blink. 
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but  a  people  with  great  qualities  in  which  we  have  the  right  to 
feel  just  pride. 

All  good  Americans  who  dwell  in  the  North  must,  be- 
cause they  are  good  Americans,  feel  the  most  earnest  friendship 
for  their  fellow-countrymen  who  dwell  in  the  South,  (ap- 
plause), a  friendship  all  the  greater  because  it  is  in  the  South 
that  we  find  in  its  most  acute  phase  one  of  the  gravest  problems 
before  our  people,  the  problem  of  so  dealing  with  the  man  of 
one  color  as  to  secure  him  the  rights  that  no  man  would  grudge 
him  if  he  were  of  another  color.  (Great  applause.)  To  solve 
this  problem  it  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  educate  him  to  per- 
form the  duties  a  failure  to  perform  which  will  render  him  a 
curse  to  himself  and  to  all  around  him.  Mind  that.  And  it  is 
true  of  every  one.  In  addition  to  rights  in  every  Republic  there 
are  correlative  duties.  And  if  the  man,  black  or  white,  is  not 
trained  to  do  his  duty  he  becomes  necessarily  a  festering  plague 
spot  in  the  whole  body  politic.     (Applause.) 

Most  certainly  all  clear  sighted  and  generous  men  in  the 
North  appreciate  the  difficulty  and  perplexity  of  this  problem, 
sympathize  with  the  South  in  the  embarrassment  of  conditions 
for  which  she  is  not  alone  responsible,  feel  an  honest  wish  to 
help  her  where  help  is  practicable,  and  have  the  heartiest  respect 
for  those  brave  and  earnest  men  of  the  South  who,  in  the  face 
of  fearful  difficulties,  are  doing  all  that  men  can  do  for  the  better- 
ment alike  of  white  and  of  black. 

The  attitude  of  the  North — I  would  always  rather  preach 
about  the  sins  prevalent  in  the  particular  congregation  I  am  ad- 
dressing (laughter) — 

The  atittude  of  the  North  toward  the  negro  is  far  from 
what  it  should  be,  and  there  is  need  that  the  North  also  should 
act  in  good  faith  upon  the  principle  of  giving  to  each  man  what 
is  justly  due  him,  of  treating  him  on  his  worth  as  a  man,  grant- 
ing him  no  special  favors,  but  denying  him  no  proper  opportunity 
for  labor  and  the  reward  of  labor.  (Applause.)  But  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  South  render  the  problem  there  far 
greater  and  far  more  acute. 
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Neither  I  nor  any  other  man  can  say  that  any  given  way  of 
approaching  that  problem  will  present  in  our  time  even  an  ap- 
proximately perfect  solution,  but  we  can  safely  say  that  there 
can  never  be  such  solution  at  all  unless  we  approach  it  with  the 
effort  to  do  fair  and  equal  justice  among  all  men,  and  to  demand 
from  them  in  return  just  and  fair  treatment  for  others.  (Ap- 
plause.) Our  effort  should  be  to  secure  to  each  man,  whatever 
his  color,  equality  of  opportunity,  equality  of  treatment  before 
the  law. 

And  let  me  interject  right  here.  It  is  forty  years  since  the 
Civil  War  came  to  a  close  within  a  few  weeks,  it  is  nearly  forty 
years,  this  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birthday,  since  the  anniver- 
sary of  Lincoln's  death,  and  surely  in  all  this  land  there  should 
be  no  audience  to  whom  such  an  appeal  as  that  I  am  making 
should  appeal  more  than  to  this  which  I  am  now  addressing. 
(Applause.) 

As  a  people  striving  to  shape  our  actions  in  accordance 
with  the  great  law  of  righteousness,  we  cannot  afford  to  take 
part  in  or  be  indifferent  to  the  oppression  or  maltreatment  of  any 
man  who,  against  crushing  disadvantages,  has  by  his  own  in- 
dustry, energy,  self-respect  and  perseverance  struggled  upward 
to  a  position  which  would  entitle  him  to  the  respect  of  his  fel- 
lows if  only  his  skin  were  of  a  different  hue.     (Applause.) 

Every  generous  impulse  in  us  revolts  at  the  thought  of 
thrusting  down  instead  of  helping  up  such  a  man.  To  deny  any 
man  the  fair  treatment  granted  to  others  no  better  than  he  is  to 
commit  a  wrong  upon  him — a  wrong  sure  to  react  in  the  long 
run  upon  those  guilty  of  such  denial.  (Applause.)  The  only 
safe  principle  upon  which  Americans  can  act  is  that  of  "all  men 
up,"  not  that  of  "some  men  down."  If  in  any  community  the 
level  of  intelligence,  morality  and  thrift  among  the  colored  men 
can  be  raised,  it  is,  humanly  speaking,  sure  that  the  same  level 
among  the  whites  will  be  raised  to  an  even  higher  degree,  and  it 
is  no  less  sure  that  the  debasement  of  the  blacks  will  in  the  end 
carry  with  it  an  attendant  debasement  of  the  whites.  (Ap- 
plause.) 
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The  problem  is  so  to  adjust  the  relations  between  two 
races  of  different  ethnic  type  that  the  rights  of  neither  be 
abridged  nor  jeoparded;  that  the  backward  race  be  trained  so 
that  it  may  enter  into  the  possession  of  true  freedom — not  false 
freedom — true  freedom.,  while  the  forward  race  is  enabled  to 
preserve  unharmed  the  high  civilization  wrought  out  by  its 
forefathers.  The  working  out  of  this  problem  must  necessarily 
be  slow;  it  is  not  possible  in  off-hand  fashion  to  obtain  or  to 
confer  the  priceless  boons  of  freedom,  industrial  efficiency,  poli- 
tical capacity  and  domestic  morality.  And  that  is  a  lesson  that 
some  of  our  good  friends  in  this  country  need  to  learn  in  dealing 
with  outside  peoples.  (Applause  and  laughter.)  All  the 
resolutions  passed  at  all  the  anti-imperialist  gatherings  (laughter) 
held  in  the  United  States  since  the  close  or  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  Spain,  have  not  availed  for  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Philippines  one  one-hundredth  part  as  much  as  what 
was  done  by  any  one  day's  work  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
War,  Secretary  Taft.  (Great  applause.)  Gentlemen,  this 
meeting  is  all  right.  (Applause.)  Nor  is  it  only  necessary  to 
train  the  colored  man;  it  is  quite  as  necessary  to  train  the  white 
man,  for  on  his  shoulders  rests  a  well  nigh  unparalleled  sociolo- 
gical responsibility.  It  is  a  problem  dem.anding  the  best  thought, 
the  utmost  patience,  the  most  earnest  effort,  the  broadest  char- 
ity— that  is  the  word  Lincoln  used — charity  toward  all — the 
broadest  charity  of  the  statesman,  the  student,  the  philanthro- 
pist, of  the  leaders  of  thought  in  every  department  of  our  na- 
tional life.  The  Church  can  be  a  most  important  factor  in 
solving  it  aright.  But  above  all  else  we  need  for  its  successful 
solution  the  sober,  kindly,  steadfast,  unselfish  performance  of 
duty  by  the  average  plain  citizen  in  his  every  day  dealings  with 
his  fellows.     (Applause.) 

The  ideal  of  elemental  justice  meted  out  to  every  man  is 
the  ideal  we  should  keep  ever  before  us.  It  will  be  many  a 
long  day  before  we  attain  to  it,  and  unless  we  show  not  only 
devotion  to  it,  but  also  wisdom  and  self-restraint  in  the  exhibi- 
tion of  that  devotion,  we  shall  defer  the  time  for  its  realization 
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still  further.  In  striving  to  attain  to  so  much  of  it  as  concerns 
dealing  with  men  of  different  colors,  we  must  remember  two 
things. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  true  of  the  colored  man,  as  it  is  true 
of  the  white  man,  that  in  the  long  run  his  fate  must  depend  far 
more  upon  his  own  effort  than  upon  the  efforts  of  any  outside 
friend.  (Applause.)  That  applies  to  every  man.  (Laugh- 
ter.) There  is  not  one  of  us  that  does  not  occasionally  stumble, 
and  shame  to  each  of  us  if  he  does  not  stretch  out  a  hand  to 
help  the  brother  who  thus  stumbles.  (Applause.)  Help  him 
if  he  stumbles,  but  remember  that  if  he  lies  down  (laughter) 
there  is  no  use  in  trying  to  carry  him.  (Laughter.)  It  will  hurt 
both  of  you.  Every  vicious,  venal  or  ignorant  colored  man  is  an 
even  greater  foe  to  his  own  race  than  to  the  comm.unity  as  a 
whole.  (Applause.)  The  colored  man's  self-respect  entitles 
him  to  do  that  share  in  the  political  work  of  the  country  which 
is  warranted  by  his  individual  ability  and  integrity  and  the  posi- 
tion he  has  won  for  himself.  But  the  prime  requisite  of  the  race 
is  moral  and  industrial  uplifting. 

Laziness  and  shiftlessness,  these,  and,  above  all,  vice  and 
criminality  of  every  kind,  are  evils  more  potent  for  harm  to  the 
black  race  than  all  acts  of  oppression  of  white  men  put  together. 
The  colored  man  who  fails  to  condemn  crime  in  another  colored 
man,  who  fails  to  cooperate  in  all  lawful  ways  in  bringing  col- 
ored criminals  to  justice,  is  the  worst  enemy  of  his  own  people, 
as  well  as  an  enemy  to  all  the  people.  Law-abiding  black  men 
should,  for  the  sake  of  their  race,  be  foremost  in  relentless  and 
unceasing  warfare  against  lawbreaking  black  men.  If  the 
standards  of  private  morality  and  industrial  efficiency  can  be 
raised  high  enough  among  the  black  race,  then  its  future  on  this 
continent  is  secure.  The  stability  and  purity  of  the  home  are 
vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  black  race  as  they  are  to  the  welfare 
of  every  race. 

In  the  next  place,  the  white  man,  who,  if  only  he  is  willing, 
can  help  the  colored  man  more  than  all  other  white  men  put 
together,  is  the  white  man  who  is  his  neighbor.  North  or  South. 
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(Applause.)  Let  me  interject  there,  it  is  a  good  thing  to  re- 
member, that  while  it  is  occasionally  proper  to  join  in  mass 
meetings  and  call  attention  to  our  neighbor's  shortcomings,  it  is 
normally  better  to  attend  to  our  own.  (Applause.)  Each  of 
us  must  do  his  whole  duty  without  flinching,  and  if  that  duty  is 
national  it  must  be  done  in  accordance  with  the  immutable 
principles  upon  which  our  nation  stands,  but  in  endeavoring 
each  to  be  his  brother's  keeper,  it  is  wise  to  remember  that  or- 
dinarily each  can  do  most  for  that  brother  who  is  his  next  door 
neighbor.  If  we  are  sincere  friends  of  the  negro,  let  us  each  in 
his  own  locality  show  it  by  his  action  therein,  and  let  us  each 
show  it  also  by  upholding  the  hands  of  the  white  man  in  what- 
ever locality,  who  is  striving  to  do  justice  to  the  poor  and  the 
helpless,  to  be  a  shield  to  those  whose  need  for  such  a  shield  is 
great. 

The  heartiest  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  ministers, 
the  judges  and  law  officers,  the  grand  juries,  the  public  men, 
and  the  great  daily  newspapers  in  the  South,  who  have  recently 
done  such  effective  work  in  leading  the  crusade  against  lynching 
in  the  South;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  last  three 
months  the  returns,  as  far  as  they  can  be  gathered,  show  a 
smaller  number  of  lynchings  than  for  any  other  three  months 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  (Applause.)  Those  are  rather 
striking  figures  and  I  take  a  certain  satisfaction  in  them  in  view 
of  some  of  the  gloomy  forebodings  of  last  summer.  (Laughter 
and  applause.)  Let  us  uphold  in  every  way  the  hands  of  the 
men  who  have  led  in  this  work,  who  are  striving  to  do  all  their 
work  in  this  spirit.  I  am  about  to  quote  from  the  address  of  the 
Right  Reverend  Robert  Strange,  Bishop  Co-ad jutor  of  North 
Carolina,  as  given  in  "The  Southern  Churchman"  of  October 
8.   1904— October  8th  last. 

The  bishop  first  enters  an  emphatic  plea  against  any  social 
intermingling  of  the  races,  a  question  which  must,  of  course,  be 
left  to  the  people  of  each  community  to  settle  for  themselves,  as 
in  such  a  matter  no  one  community — and  indeed  no  one  indi- 
vidual— can  dictate  to  any  other;  always  provided  that  in  each 
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locality  men  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  there  must  be  no  confus- 
ing of  civil  privileges  w^ith  social  intercourse.  (Applause.) 
Civil  law  cannot  regulate  social  practices.  Society,  as  such,  is 
a  law  unto  itself,  and  will  always  regulate  its  own  practices  and 
habits.  Full  recognition  of  the  fundamental  fact  that  all  men 
should  stand  on  an  equal  footing  as  regards  civil  privileges  in  no 
way  interferes  with  recognition  of  the  further  fact  that  all  reflect- 
ing men  of  both  races  are  united  in  feeling  that  race  purity  must 
be  maintained.  The  bishop  continues  (I  am  quoting  what  this 
Southern  Bishop  says)  : 

"What  should  the  white  men  of  the  South  do  for  the 
negro?  They  must  give  him  a  free  hand,  a  fair  field  and  a 
cordial  godspeed,  the  two  races  working  together  for  their 
mutual  benefit  and  for  the  development  of  our  common  country. . 
He  must  have  liberty,  equal  opportunity  to  make  his  living,  to 
earn  his  bread,  to  build  his  home.  He  must  have  justice,  equal 
rights,  and  protection  before  the  law.  He  must  have  the  same 
political  privileges;  the  suffrage  should  be  based  on  character 
and  intelligence  for  white  and  black  alike.  He  must  have  the 
same  public  advantages  of  education;  the  public  schools  are  for 
all  the  people,  whatever  their  color  or  condition.  The  white 
men  of  the  South  should  give  hearty  and  respectful  considera- 
tion to  the  exceptional  men  of  the  negro  race,  to  those  who  have 
the  character,  the  ability  and  the  desire  to  be  lawyers,  physicians, 
teachers,  preachers,  leaders  of  thought  and  conduct  among  their 
own  men  and  women.  We  should  give  them  cheer  and  oppor- 
tunity to  gratify  every  laudable  ambition,  and  to  seek  every  in- 
nocent satisfaction  among  their  own  people.  Finally,  the  best 
white  men  of  the  South  should  have  frequent  conferences  with 
the  best  colored  men,  where,  in  frank,  earnest  and  sympathetic 
discussion,  they  might  understand  each  other  better,  smooth 
difficulties,  and  so  guide  and  encourage  the  weaker  race." 

Surely  we  can  all  of  us  join  in  expressing  our  substantial 
agreement  with  the  principles  thus  laid  down  by  this  North 
Carolina  bishop,  this  representative  of  the  Christian  thought  of 
the  South.  (Applause.) 
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I  am  speaking  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the 
birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  to  men  who  count  it  their 
peculiar  privilege  that  they  have  the  right  to  hold  Lincoln's 
memory  dear  and  the  duty  to  strive  to  work  along  the  lines  that 
he  laid  down.  We  can  pay  most  fitting  homage  to  his  memory 
by  doing  the  tasks  allotted  to  us  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  did  the 
infinitely  greater  and  more  terrible  tasks  allotted  to  him. 

Let  us  be  steadfast  for  the  right,  but  let  us  err  on  the 
side  of  generosity  rather  than  on  the  side  of  vindictiveness  toward 
those  who  differ  from  us  as  to  the  method  of  attaining  the  right. 
Let  us  never  forget  our  duty  to  help  in  uplifting  the  lowly,  to 
shield  from  wrong  the  humble,  and  let  us  likewise  act  in  a 
spirit  of  the  broadest  and  frankest  generosity  toward  all  our 
brothers,  all  our  fellow  countrymen;  in  a  spirit  proceeding  not 
from  weakness,  but  from  strength,  a  spirit  which  takes  no  more 
account  of  locality  than  it  does  of  class  or  of  creed,  a  spirit 
which  is  resolutely  bent  on  seeing  that  the  Union  which  Wash- 
ington founded  and  which  Lincoln  saved  from  destruction  shall 
grow  nobler  and  greater  throughout  the  ages  for  evermore. 
(Great  applause  and  cheers.) 

I  believe  in  this  country  with  all  my  heart  and  soul.  I 
believe  that  our  people  will  in  the  end  rise  level  to  every  need, 
will  in  the  end  triumph  over  every  difficulty  that  rises  before 
them.  I  could  not  have  such  confident  faith  in  the  destiny  of 
this  mighty  people  if  I  had  it  merely  as  regards  one  portion  of 
that  people.  (Applause  and  cheers.)  Throughout  our  land 
things  on  the  whole  have  grown  better  and  not  worse,  and  this 
is  as  true  of  one  part  of  the  country  as  it  is  of  another.  I  believe 
in  the  Southerner  as  I  believe  in  the  Northerner.  I  claim  the 
right  to  feel  pride  in  his  great  qualities  and  in  his  great  deeds 
exactly  as  I  feel  pride  in  the  great  qualities  and  deeds  of  every 
other  A^merican.  (Applause.)  For  v»^eal  or  for  woe  we  are 
knit  together,  and  we  shall  go  up  or  go  down  together  (ap- 
plause), and  I  believe  that  we  shall  go  up  and  not  down,  that 
we  shall  go  forward  instead  of  halting  and  falling  back,  because 
I  have  an  abiding  faith  in   the  generosity,   the  courage,   the 
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resolution    and    the    common    sense    of    all    my    countrymen. 
(Applause.) 

The  Southern  States  face  difficult  problems,  and  so  do  the 
Northern  States.  Some  of  the  problems  are  the  same  for  the 
entire  country.  Others  exist  in  greater  intensity  in  one  section, 
and  yet  others  exist  in  greater  intensity  in  another  section.  But 
in  the  end  they  will  all  be  solved,  for  fundamentally  our  people 
are  the  same  throughout  this  land,  the  same  in  the  qualities  of 
heart  and  brain  and  hand  which  have  made  this  Republic  what 
it  is  in  the  great  today ;  which  will  make  it  what  it  is  to  be  in  the 
infinitely  greater  tomorrow.  (Applause.)  I  admire  and  re- 
spect and  believe  in  and  have  faith  in  the  men  and  women  of 
the  South  as  I  admire  and  respect  and  believe  in  and  have  faith 
in  the  men  and  women  of  the  North.  (Applause.)  All  of  us 
alike.  Northerners  and  Southerners,  Easterners  and  Westerners, 
can  best  prove  our  fealty  to  the  nation's  past  by  the  way  in 
v/hich  we  do  the  nation's  work  in  the  present,  for  only  thus  can 
we  be  sure  that  our  children's  children  shall  inherit  Abraham 
Lincoln's  single-hearted  devotion  to  the  great  unchanging  creed 
that  "righteousness  exalteth  a  nation."  (Great  applause  and 
cheering.) 
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PRESIDENT  STERN:  Ladles  and  Gentlemen,  we 
have  with  us  tonight  a  brilliant  orator  from  that  great  Repub- 
lican stronghold,  Iowa.  (Applause.)  He  has  had  a  long  and 
distinguished  career  in  public  life,  and  there  are  many  here  to- 
night who  will  recall  the  masterly  address  delivered  on  a  similar 
occasion  years  ago.  We  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  the 
inspiring  theme  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  responded  to  by 
one  who  touches  no  subject  which  he  does  not  adorn. 

I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Senator  Jonathan 
Prentiss  Dolliver.     (Applause.) 
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Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  It  has  been  a 
good  many  years,  fourteen,  I  think,  since  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  joining  this  club,  and  one  would  think  that  the  lapse  of  that 
time  would  be  enough  to  get  a  man  out  of  the  habit  of  making 
after-dinner  speeches  unless  he  had  become,  like  my  friend, 
Secretary  Root,  and  others  here,  hopelessly  addicted  to  it 
(laughter) . 

The  first  thing  that  strikes  me  is  that  a  good  many  people 
have  joined  this  club  since  I  did  (laughter),  and  the  next  thing, 
that  you  have  had  the  wisdom  to  invite  your  wives  here  to  see 
that  you  get  home  all  right.     (Laughter.) 

It  is  a  circumstance  of  unusual  interest  that  the  President 
is  here;  not  counting  it  beneath  our  highest  official  dignity  to 
mingle  freely  with  his  political  associates,  in  the  party  organiza- 
tion, of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  to  add  the  inspiration  of  his 
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eloquent  counsel  to  their  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  the  first 
great  Republican  leader.  (Applause.)  For,  while  the  mem- 
ory of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  too  great  to  be  claimed  by  a  poli- 
tical party,  too  great  to  belong  to  a  single  nation,  too  great  to 
be  absorbed  in  the  renown  of  one  century,  yet  there  is  a  sense 
so  sacred  that  it  barely  admits  of  the  suggestion  in  which  his 
name  is  our  peculiar  possession,  the  most  precious  thing  in  our 
Republican  inheritance.  The  ministry  of  his  life  was  to  all 
parties;  to  all  peoples;  to  all  ages.  But  to  the  children  of  the 
old  Republican  homestead  has  been  confided,  under  the  bonds 
of  an  especial  obligation,  the  care  of  his  fame  and  the  keeping 
of  his  faith. 

Within  less  than  half  a  century  this  man,  once  despised, 
once  derided,  once  distrusted  and  maligned,  has  been  trans- 
figured, in  the  light  of  universal  history,  so  that  all  men,  and  all 
generations  of  men  may  see  him  and  make  out  if  possible  the 
manner  of  man  he  was.  His  life  in  this  world  was  not  long, 
less  than  three  score  years;  only  ten  of  them  visible  above  the 
dead  level  of  affairs.  Yet  into  that  brief  space  events  were 
crovvded,  so  stupendous  in  their  ultimate  significance,  that  we 
find  ourselves  laying  down  the  narrative  which  records  them, 
v>^ith  a  strange  feeling  coming  over  us,  that  may  be  after  all  we 
are  not  reading  about  a  man  at  all,  but  about  some  mysterious 
personality,  in  the  hands  of  the  higher  Powers,  with  a  super- 
natural commission  to  help  and  to  bless  the  human  race.  (Great 
applause.)  Our  book  shelves  were  filling  up  so  fast  with 
apocryphal  literature  of  the  civil  war  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  loving  labors  of  the  two  men,  John  Hay  (applause)  and 
John  G.  Nicolay,  who  knew  him  best,  and  have  gathered  up  the 
fragments  of  his  life,  so  that  nothing  has  been  lost,  we  would 
have  had  by  this  time  only  a  blurred  and  doubtful  picture  of  his 
retiring  and  unpretentious  character. 

Some  have  told  us  that  he  was  a  great  lawyer.  He  was 
nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  true  that  he  grasped  without  apparent 
effort  the  principles  of  the  common  lav/,  and  his  faculties  were 
so  normal  and  complete  that  he  did  not  need  a  commentary. 
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nor  a  copy  of  the  Madison  papers,  thumb-marked  by  the  doubts 
and  fears  of  three  generations,  to  make  him  sure  that  the  men 
who  made  the  Constitution  were  building  for  eternity.  (Ap- 
plause.) But  he  practiced  law  without  a  library  (laughter), 
and  all  who  were  acquainted  with  him  testify  that  in  a  law  suit 
he  was  of  no  account,  unless  he  knew  the  right  was  on  his  side. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  It  was  against  his  intellectual  and 
his  moral  grain  to  accept  Lord  Bacon's  cynical  suggestion  that 
there  is  no  way  of  knowing  whether  a  cause  be  good  or  bad  till 
the  jury  had  brought  in  its  verdict. 

The  familiar  judicial  circuit  around  Springfield,  where  he 
cracked  his  jokes  about  the  office  stove  in  country  taverns,  where 
he  spoke  to  everybody  by  his  first  name  and  everybody  liked  to 
hear  him  talk,  did  much  for  him  in  every  way;  but  the  noble 
profession,  so  ably  represented  about  this  board,  will  bear  me 
witness  that  an  attorney  who  gives  his  advice  away  for  nothing, 
who  does  not  have  the  foresight  to  ask  for  a  retainer,  and  usu- 
ally lacks  the  business  talent  to  collect  his  fee,  whatever  other 
merits  he  may  have,  is  not  cut  out  by  nature  for  a  lawyer. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  old- 
time  members  of  the  bar  at  which  he  used  to  practice  law, 
thinking  all  the  while  of  other  things,  and  from  what  they  say  I 
cannot  help  believing  that  the  notion  even  then  was  slowly 
forming  in  his  mind,  that  he  held  a  brief,  with  Power  of  Attor- 
ney from  on  High,  for  the  unnumbered  millions  of  his  fellow- 
men  and  was  only  loitering  around  the  county  seats  of  Illinois 
until  the  case  came  on  for  trial.     (Applause.) 

Some  tell  us  that  he  was  a  great  orator.  If  that  is  so,  the 
standards  of  the  schools,  ancient  and  modem,  must  be  thrown 
away.  Perhaps  they  ought  to  be  (laughter)  ;  and  when  they 
are  this  curious  circuit-rider  of  the  law;  who  refreshed  his  com- 
panions with  wit  and  argument  from  the  well  of  English  unde- 
filed;  this  champion  of  civil  liberty,  confuting  Douglas  with  a 
remorseless  logic,  cast  in  phrases  rich  with  the  homely  wisdom 
of  proverbial  literature;  this  advocate  of  the  people,  head  and 
shoulders  above  his  brethren,  stating  their  case  before  the  bar  of 
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history,  in  sentences  so  simple  that  a  child  can  follow  them; 
surely  such  a  one  cannot  be  left  out  of  the  company  of  the 
masters  who  have  added  something  to  the  conquests  of  the 
mother  tongue.  (Applause.)  He  was  dissatisfied  with  his 
modest  address  at  Gettysburg,  read  awkwardly  from  poorly 
written  manuscript;  and  thought  Edward  Everett's  oration  was 
the  best  he  had  ever  heard,  but  Mr.  Everett  himself  discerned 
without  a  minute  for  reflection,  that  the  little  scrap  of  crumpled 
paper  which  the  President  held  in  his  unsteady  hand  that  day 
would  be  treasured  from  generation  to  generation  after  his  own 
laborious  deliverance  had  been  forgotten.  (Applause.)  The 
old  school  of  oratory  and  the  new,  met  on  that  rude  platform 
among  the  graves  under  the  trees,  and  congratulated  each  other. 
They  have  not  met  very  often  since  (laughter),  for  both  of  them 
have  been  pushed  aside  to  make  room  for  the  essayists,  the 
declaimers,  the  statisticians,  and  other  enterprising  pedlars  of 
intellectual  wares,  who  have  descended  like  a  swarm  on  all 
human  deliberations.   (Laughter.) 

He  has  been  described  as  a  great  statesman.  If  by  that 
you  mean  that  he  was  trained  in  the  administrative  mechanism 
of  the  Government,  or  that  he  was  wiser  than  his  day  in  the 
creed  of  the  party  in  whose  fellowship  he  passed  his  earlier 
years,  there  is  little  evidence  of  that  at  all ;  the  most  that  can  be 
said  is  that  he  clung  to  the  fortunes  of  the  old  Whig  leadership 
through  evil,  as  well  as  good  report,  and  that  he  stumped  the 
county  and  afterwards  the  State;  but  the  speeches  which  he 
made,  neither  he  nor  anybody  else  regarded  it  important  to 
preserve.  His  platform  from  the  first  was  brief  and  to  the  point. 
"I  am  in  favor  of  a  national  bank.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  internal 
improvement  system,  and  a  high  protective  tariff."  But  while 
for  half  his  life  he  followed  Henry  Clay,  like  a  lover  more  than 
a  disciple,  yet  when  that  popular  hero  died  and  Lincoln  was 
selected  to  make  a  memorial  address  in  the  old  State  House,  he 
dismissed  the  principles  of  his  party  creed  without  a  word,  and 
reserved  his  tribute  for  the  love  of  liberty  and  the  devotion  of 
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the  Union  which  shone  even  to  the  end,  in  that  superb  career. 
(Applause. ) 

To  speak  of  Lincoln  as  a  statesman  whatever  adjectives 
you  use,  opens  no  secret  of  his  biography  and  rather  seems  to 
me  to  belittle  the  epic  grandeur  of  the  drama  in  which  he 
moved.  Of  course  he  was  a  statesman;  exactly  so,  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  setting  out  from  Damascus,  became  a  famous  traveller, 
and  Christopher  Columbus,  inheriting  a  taste  for  the  sea,  be- 
came a  mariner  of  high  repute.     (Laughter.) 

There  are  some  v/ho  have  given  a  study,  more  or  less  pro- 
found, to  the  official  records  of  the  rebellion  who  make  of 
Lincoln  an  exceptional  military  genius,  skillful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  armies  and  prepared  better  even  than  his  generals  to 
give  direction  to  their  movements.  I  doubt  this  very  much.  He 
was  driven  into  the  war  department,  by  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  and  if  he  towered  above  the  ill-fitting  uniforms,  which 
made  their  way,  through  one  influence  and  another,  to  positions 
of  brief  command  during  the  first  campaigns  of  the  civil  war,  it 
is  not  very  high  praise  after  all.  One  thing,  however,  he  must 
be  given  credit  for;  he  perceived  the  size  of  the  undertaking 
which  he  had  in  hand,  and  he  kept  looking  until  his  eyes  were 
weary  for  the  man  who  could  grasp  the  whole  field  and  get  out 
of  the  Army  what  he  knew  was  in  it.  (Applause.)  It  broke 
his  heart  to  see  its  efforts  scattered  and  throv/n  away  by  quarrels 
among  its  officers,  endless  in  number,  and  unintelligible  for  the 
most  part  to  the  outside  world.  When  he  passed  the  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  over  to  General  Hooker,  he  did  it 
in  term.s  of  reprimand  and  admonition,  which  read  like  a  father's 
last  warning  to  a  wayward  son.  He  told  him  that  he  had 
wronged  his  country  and  done  a  gross  injustice  to  a  brother 
officer.  Recalling  Hooker's  insubordinate  suggestion  that  the 
Army  and  the  Government  both  needed  a  dictator,  he  reminded 
him  that  "only  those  generals  who  gain  successes  can  set  up 
dictators,"  and  added,  with  a  humor  as  grim  as  death,  "what 
I  now  ask  of  you  is  military  success,  and  I  will  risk  the  dictator- 
ship."    (Laughter  and  applause.)     If  the  General  did  not  tear 
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up  his  commission  when  he  read  that  letter  it  was  because  he 
was  brave  enough  to  bear  the  severity  of  the  naked  truth. 

All  this  time  he  had  his  eye  upon  a  man  in  the  West,  who 
had  been  doing  an  extensive  business  down  in  Tennessee,  "a 
copious  worker  and  fighter,  but  a  very  meagre  writer,"  as  he 
afterwards  described  him  in  a  telegram  to  Burnside.  (Ap- 
plause.) He  had  watched  him  with  attentive  interest,  noticing 
particularly  that  his  plans  always  squared  with  the  event;  that 
he  never  regretted  to  report  (applause)  ;  and  after  Vicksburg 
fell  and  the  tide  of  invasion  had  been  rolled  back  from  the  bord- 
ers of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  he  wrote  two  letters,  one  to 
General  Meade,  calling  him  to  a  stern  account  for  not  follow- 
ing up  his  victory,  and  one  to  General  Grant  directing  him  to 
report  to  Washington  for  duty.  (Great  applause  and  cheering.) 
The  letter  to  General  Meade,  now  resting  peacefully  in  Nico- 
lay's  collection  of  the  writings  of  Lincoln,  all  the  fires  of  its 
wrath  long  since  gone  out,  was  never  sent.  But  General  Grant 
got  his.  And  from  that  day  there  were  no  more  military  orders 
from  the  White  House,  no  exhortations  to  advance,  no  des- 
patches to  move  upon  the  enemy's  works.  He  still  had  his  own 
ideas  how  the  job  ought  to  be  done,  but  he  did  not  even  ask 
the  General  to  tell  him  his.  He  left  it  all  to  him.  And  as  the 
plan  of  the  great  Captain  unfolded,  he  sent  to  his  Headquarters 
this  exultant  message: 

"I  begin  to  see  it.    You  will  succeed.    God  bless  you  all." 

"A.  Lincoln." 

And  so  these  two,  each  adding  something  to  the  other's 
fame,  go  down  to  history  together;  God's  blessing,  falling  like 
a  benediction  upon  the  memory  of  both.  (Great  applause.) 

The  whole  world  now  knows  his  stature.  But  while  he 
lived  hardly  anybody  was  able  to  take  his  measure.  The  fore- 
most statesman  of  his  Cabinet,  after  pestering  him  for  a  month 
with  contradictory  pieces  of  advice,  placed  before  him  a  memo- 
randum, grotesque  in  its  assumption  of  superior  wisdom,  which 
ended  with  an  accommodating  proposal  to  take  the  responsibili- 
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ties  of  the  Administration  off  of  his  hands.  After  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  even  so  incorruptible  a  patriot  as  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
known  in  after  years  as  the  organizer  of  victory,  wrote  to  James 
Buchanan,  then  living  near  the  Capital  in  the  quiet  of  his 
country  seat  at  Wheatland,  these  words  of  mockery  and  con-* 
tempt : 

''The  imbecility  of  the  Administration  culminated  in  that 
catastrophe;  and  irretrievable  misfortune  and  national  disgrace 
never  to  be  forgotten  are  to  be  added  to  the  ruin  of  peaceful 
pursuits  and  national  bankruptcy  as  the  result  of  Lincoln's  'run- 
ning the  machine'  for  five  full  months." 

From  the  sanctum  of  the  old  Tribune,  where  for  a  genera- 
tion Horace  Greeley  had  dominated  the  opinions  of  the  people 
as  no  American  editor  has  done  before  or  since  his  day,  came  a 
confidential  letter,  a  maudlin  mixture  of  enterprise  and  despair; 
a  despair  which,  after  seven  sleepless  nights,  had  given  up  the 
fight;  an  enterprise  which  sought  for  inside  information  of  the 
inevitable  hour  of  the  surrender  near  at  hand.  "You  are  not 
considered  a  great  man,"  said  Mr.  Greeley  for  the  President's 
eye  alone. 

Who  is  this,  sitting  all  night  long  on  a  lounge  in  the  public 
offices  of  the  White  House,  listening,  with  the  comments  of  a 
quaint  humor,  to  privates  and  officers  and  scared  Congressmen 
and  citizens,  who  poured  across  the  Long  Bridge  from  the  first 
battlefield  of  the  rebellion  to  tell  their  tale  of  woe  to  the  only 
man  in  Washington  who  had  sense  enough  left  to  appreciate  it, 
or  patience  enough  left  to  listen  to  it.  Is  it  the  log  cabin  student, 
learning  to  read  and  write  by  the  light  of  the  kitchen  fire  in  the 
v/oods  of  Indiana?  It  is  he.  Can  it  be  the  adventurous- voyager 
of  the  Mississippi,  who  gets  ideas  of  lifting  vessels  over  riffles 
while  he  worked  his  frail  craft  clear  of  obstructions  in  the 
stream ;  and  ideas  broad  as  the  free  skies,  of  helping  nations  out 
of  barbarism  as  he  traced  the  divine  image  in  the  faces  of  men 
and  women  chained  together,  under  the  hammer,  in  the  slave- 
market  at  New  Orleans?  It  is  he.  Can  it  be  the  awkward  farm 
hand  of  the  Sangamon  who  covered  his  bare  feet  in  the  fresh 
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dirt  which  his  plow  had  turned  up  to  keep  them  from  getting 
sunburned,  while  he  sat  down  at  the  end  of  the  furrow  to  rest 
his  team  and  to  regale  himself  with  a  few  more  pages  of  worn 
volumes  borrowed  from  the  neighbors?  It  is  he.  Can  it  be  the 
country  lawyer  who  rode  on  horseback  from  county  to  county, 
with  nothing  in  his  saddlebags  except  a  clean  shirt  and  the  code 
of  Illinois  to  try  his  cases  and  to  air  his  views  in  the  cheerful 
company  which  always  gathered  about  the  court  house?  It  is 
he.  Is  it  the  daring  debater,  blazing  out  for  a  moment  with  the 
momentous  warning  "A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand,"  then  falling  back  within  the  defenses  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  the  cause  of  liberty  hindered  already  by  the  folly  of  its 
friends,  might  not  make  itself  an  outlaw  in  the  land?  It  is  he. 
Is  it  the  weary  traveller  who  begged  the  prayers  of  anxious 
neighbors  as  he  set  out  for  the  last  time  from  home,  and  talked 
in  language  sad  and  mystical  of  One  who  could  go  with  him, 
and  remain  with  them  and  be  everywhere  for  good  ?    It  is  he. 

They  said  he  laughed  in  a  weird  way  that  night  on  the 
sofa  in  the  public  offices  of  the  White  House,  and  they  told 
funny  tales  about  how  he  looked,  and  the  comic  papers  of 
London  and  New  York  portrayed  him  in  brutal  pictures  of  his 
big  hands;  hands  that  were  about  to  be  stretched  out  to  save 
the  civilization  of  the  world;  and  his  overgrown  feet;  feet  that 
for  four  torn  and  bleeding  years  were  not  to  weary  in  the  service 
of  mankind.  They  said  that  his  clothes  did  not  lit  him ;  that  he 
stretched  his  long  legs  in  ungainly  postures;  that  he  was  com- 
mon and  uncouth  in  his  appearance.  Some  said  that  this  being 
a  backwoodsman  was  becoming  a  rather  questionable  recom- 
mendation for  a  President  of  the  United  States;  and  they  re- 
called with  satisfaction  the  grace  of  courtly  manners  brought 
home  from  St.  James'.  Little  did  they  dream  that  the  rude 
cabin  yonder  on  the  edge  of  the  hill  country  of  Kentucky  was 
about  to  be  transformed  by  the  tender  imagination  of  the  people 
into  a  mansion  more  stately  than  the  White  House;  more  royal 
than  all  the  palaces  of  the  earth ;  it  did  not  shelter  the  childhood 
of  a  king,  but  there  is  one  thing  in  this  world  more  royal  than  a 
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king — it  is  a  man.  (Great  applause  and  cheering,  the  entire 
audience  rising.) 

They  said  he  jested  and  acted  unconcerned  as  he  looked 
at  people  through  eyes  that  moved  slowly  from  one  to  another  in 
the  crowd.  They  did  not  know  him;  or  they  might  have  seen 
that  he  was  not  looking  at  the  crowd  at  all;  that  his  immortal 
spirit  was  girding  for  its  ordeal.  And  if  he  laughed,  it  may  be 
that  he  heard  cheerful  voices  from  above;  for  had  he  not  read 
somewhere  that.  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens,  sometimes  looks 
down  with  laughter  and  derision  upon  the  impotent  plans  of 
men  to  turn  aside  the  everlasting  purposes  of  God. 

It  took  his  countrymen  the  full  four  years  to  find  Abraham 
Lincoln  out.  By  the  light  of  the  camp  fires  of  victorious  armies 
they  learned  to  see  the  outline  of  his  gigantic  figure,  to  assess  the 
integrity  of  his  character,  to  comprehend  the  majesty  of  his  con- 
science; and  when  at  last  they  looked  upon  his  care-worn  face 
as  the  nation  reverently  bore  his  body  to  the  grave,  through  their 
tears  they  saw  him  exalted  above  all  thrones  in  the  affection  of 
the  human  race. 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  think  of  the  civil  war  as  an 
affair  of  armies,  for  we  come  of  a  fighting  stock  and  the  military 
instinct  in  us  needs  little  cultivation  or  none  at  all.  But  it  re- 
quires no  very  deep  insight  into  the  hidden  things  of  history  to 
see  that  the  real  conflict  was  not  between  armed  forces,  was  not 
on  battlefields,  nor  under  the  walls  of  besieged  cities;  and  that 
fact  makes  Abraham  Lincoln  greater  than  all  his  generals, 
greater  than  all  his  admirals,  greater  than  all  the  armies  and  all 
the  navies  that  responded  to  his  proclamation.  He  stands  apart 
because  he  bore  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  He  was  making  not 
his  own  fight,  not  merely  the  fight  of  his  own  country,  or  of  the 
passing  generation.  The  stars  in  their  courses  had  enlisted  with 
him;  he  had  a  treaty,  never  submitted  to  the  Senate  (great 
laughter) ,  which  made  him  the  ally  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  with 
infinite  reinforcements  at  his  call.  (Applause.)  The  battle  he 
was  waging  was  not  in  the  fallen  timber  about  the  old  church  at 
Shiloh;  nor  in  the  Wilderness  of  Virginia;  he  contended  not 
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alone  with  an  insurrection  of  the  slave  power;  he  was  hand  to 
hand  with  a  rebellion  ancient  as  selfishness  and  greed  which  in 
all  centuries  has  denied  the  rights  of  man,  made  of  human 
governments  a  pestilent  succession  of  despotisms  and  turned  the 
history  of  our  race  into  a  dull  recital  of  crimes  and  failures  and 
misfortunes.  Thus  he  was  caught  up  like  Ezekiel,  prophet  of 
Israel,  and  brought  to  the  East  gate  of  the  Lord's  house;  and 
when  he  heard  it  said  unto  him,  "Son  of  Man,  these  are  the  men 
who  devise  mischief,"  he  knev/  what  the  vision  meant;  for  he 
understood  better  than  any  man  who  ever  lived  what  this  end- 
less struggle  of  humanity  is,  and  how  far  the  nation  of  America 
had  fallen  away  from  its  duty  and  its  opportunity. 

All  his  life  there  had  dwelt  in  his  recollection  a  little  sen- 
tence from  an  historic  document  which  had  been  carelessly 
passed  along  from  one  Fourth  of  July  celebration  to  another, 
"All  men  are  created  equal,"  To  him  the  words  sounded  like 
an  answer  to  a  question  propounded  by  the  oldest  of  the  He- 
brew sages,  "If  I  despise  the  cause  of  my  man  servant,  or  my 
maid  servant  when  he  contendeth  with  me,  what  shall  I  do 
Vv^hen  God  riseth  up?  Did  not  He  that  made  me  make 
him?" — a  strategic  question  that  had  to  be  answered  aright 
before  democracy  or  any  other  form  of  civil  liberty  could  make 
headway  in  the  world.  (Applause.)  All  men  are  created  equal. 
He  knew  that  the  hand  which  wrote  that  sentence  was  guided 
by  a  wisdom  somewhat  higher  than  the  front  porch  of  a  slave 
plantation  in  Virginia ;  that  first  principles  overshadow  time  and 
place;  and  that  when  men  take  their  lives  in  their  hands  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  free  nations,  they  must  speak  the  truth  lest 
the  heavens  fall.  With  a  sublime  faith,  shared  within  the  limits 
of  their  light  by  millions,  he  believed  that  sentence.  He  had 
tested  the  depth  of  it  till  his  plummet  touched  the  foundation  of 
the  earth.  From  his  youth  that  simple  saying  had  been  ringing 
in  his  ears,  "All  men  are  created  equal."  It  was  the  answer  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century  of  Christ,  to  all  the  dim  millenniums 
that  were  before  Him;  yet  he  had  heard  it  ridiculed,  narrowed 
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down  to  nothing  and  explained  away.     He  understood  the 
meaning  of  the  words  and  came  to  their  defence. 

Brushing  away  the  wretched  sophistries  of  partisan  ex- 
pediency, he  rescued  the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Jefferson  from 
obloquy  and  contempt.  "I  think,"  he  said,  "that  the  authors  of 
that  notable  instrument  intended  to  include  all  men.  But  they 
did  not  intend  to  declare  all  men  equal  in  all  respects.  They  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  all  were  equal  in  color,  size,  intellect, 
moral  development,  or  social  capacity.  They  defined,  with 
tolerable  distinctness,  in  what  respects  they  did  consider  all  men 
created  equal — equal,  with  certain  inalienable  rights  among 
which  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  (Ap- 
plause.) This  they  said  and  this  they  meant.  They  did  not 
mean  to  assert  the  obvious  untruth  that  all  men  were  then  actu- 
ally enjoying  that  equality,  nor  that  they  were  about  to  confer 
it  immediately  upon  them.  In  fact  they  had  no  power  to  con- 
fer such  a  boon.  They  meant  simply  to  declare  the  right,  so 
that  the  enforcement  of  it  should  follow  as  fast  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  They  meant  to  set  up  a  standard  maxim  for 
free  society,  which  should  be  familiar  to  all  and  revered  by  all; 
constantly  looked  to,  constantly  labored  for,  and  even  though 
never  perfectly  attained,  constantly  approximated;  thereby  con- 
stantly spreading  and  deepening  its  influence  and  augmenting 
the  value  and  happiness  of  life  to  all  people,  of  all  colors,  every- 
where." That  was  the  message  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 
nations  of  America.  And  as  if  to  make  it  certain,  that  it  v/as 
no  mere  flourish  of  a  joint  debate,  he  turned  aside  on  his  trium- 
phal journey  to  the  Capital,  just  before  he  took  the  oath  of 
office,  to  repeat  the  sacred  precepts  of  the  Declaration  in  the 
Hall  at  Philadelphia,  where  our  fathers  first  spoke  them,  and  to 
add  his  pledge  to  theirs  that  he  would  defend  them  with  his 
life.     (Great  applause.) 

Here  is  the  summit,  the  spiritual  height,  from  which  he  was 
able  to  forecast  the  doom  of  all  tyrannies,  the  end  of  all  slaveries, 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  all  the  strongholds  of  injustice 
and  avarice  and  oppression ;  this  is  the  mountain  top  from  which 
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he  sent  down  these  inspiring  words  of  good  cheer  and  hope: 
"This  essentially  is  a  people's  contest;  on  the  side  of  the  Union, 
a  struggle  to  maintain  in  the  world  that  form  and  substance  of 
government,  the  leading  object  of  which  is  to  elevate  the  condi- 
tion of  men,  to  lift  artificial  weights  from  shoulders;  to  clear  the 
path  of  laudable  pursuit  for  all,  and  to  afford  all  an  unfettered 
start  and  a  fair  chance  in  the  race  of  life."  No  American, 
North  or  South,  regrets  that  this  war  for  the  Union  ended  as  it 
did — "that  we  are  not  enemies,  but  friends."  Nor  can  I  help 
believing  that  the  words  which  he  has  spoken  here  tonight  have 
brought  the  President  of  the  United  States  nearer  to  our 
brethern  beyond  the  line,  once  so  real  now  happily  so  imaginary, 
which  formerly  divided  and  estranged  our  people.  Thanks  be 
unto  God,  we  are  one  nation  and  even  in  our  partisan  tradi- 
tions we  share  in  the  heritage  of  a  common  faith  in  the  institu- 
tions founded  by  our  fathers.  As  Democrats  we  repeat  the 
w^ords  "equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none."  As 
Republicans  we  answer,  "an  unfettered  start  and  a  fair  chance 
in  the  race  of  life."  The  doctrine  is  the  same,  nor  is  the  day 
as  far  off  as  some  may  think  when  the  people,  without  regard  to 
the  divisions  of  their  political  opinions,  shall  treasure  in  thank- 
ful hearts,  the  blunt  and  fearless  platform  of  Theodore  Roose- 
velt, "A  square  deal  for  every  man,  no  less  no  more."  (Long 
continued  applause  and  cheering.)  The  doctrine  is  the  same, 
and  if  it  is  not  true  there  is  no  foundation  for  institutions  such 
as  ours.  But  the  doctrine  is  forever  true,  and  by  the  memory 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  the  Republican  party  stands  pledged  to 
make  it  good,  and  to  keep  it  good  for  all  men  and  for  all  time 
to  come.     (Great  applause  and  cheering.) 
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HON.  GEORGE  ALEXANDER 
KNIGHT 


PRESIDENT  STERN:  Gentlemen,  we  have  two 
more  speakers  to  hear  from.  At  the  National  Republican  Con- 
vention of  1896,  which  nominated  William  McKinley  for  the 
Presidency,  and  again  at  the  National  Convention  of  last  year, 
which  chose  Theodore  Roosevelt  as  our  standard  bearer, 
George  Alexander  Knight  was  one  of  the  orators  to  whom  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  seconding  the  candidate  to  the  convention. 
That  circumstance  attests  that  he  occupies  a  front  rank  amongst 
public  speakers.  He  will  speak  to  us  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  no  man  is  more  fitted  to  do  that  subject  justice. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  the  Hon.  George 
Alexander  Knight,  of  San  Francisco. 


ADDRESS  OF  HON.  GEORGE  ALEXANDER 
KNIGHT. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  members  of  the 

Republican  Club  of  New  York: 

I  am  aware  that  the  hour  is  late,  quarter  to  twelve  o'clock, 
and  I  hardly  feel  like  keeping  you  here  this  evening  to  listen  to 
anything  further  on  this  occasion,  but  I  must  say  I  deem  it  a 
high  honor  to  be  invited  to  appear  before  you  tonight  on  this 
most  memorable  occasion  in  honor  of  a  name  devoutly  wor- 
shipped by  all  Americans  and  known  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Christendom. 

Here  in  this  busy,  active,  grand  old  city,  in  the  very  heart 
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of  business,  politics  and  national  progress,  I  find  the  elements 
conducive  to  awaken  the  spirit  of  American  patriotism,  although 
I  fail  in  words  to  respond  to  the  honored  toast,  "The  Republi- 
can Party  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

In  no  other  land  can  a  picture  like  the  one  of  tonight  be 
seen  by  the  eye  of  man, — here  sits  as  an  individual — and  a 
citizen  of  this  great  nation,  one  who  represents  eighty  million 
people  in  all  of  their  diversified  individual  interests,  with  no  robe 
or  crown  of  imperial  power,  and  no  title  that  claims  kinship 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Right  of  Kings.  He  is  here, 
an  American  joining  in  commemorating  the  birth  of  one  whose 
life  was  like  the  "Star  of  Bethlehem" — that  wise  men  followed 
and  caught  the  inspiration  of  the  sacred  tone  that  spoke  of — 
"Peace-on-earth,  Good-will-to  ward-men." 

It  seems  that  our  American  idea  of  self-government  was 
inspired  by  the  lowly  Nazarene,  himself.  He  stood  on  the 
shores  of  Galilee  with  no  thought  but  to  teach,  elevate,  en- 
lighten and  save  mankind,  and  by  precept  and  example  ever 
pointing  to  the  diamond  of  a  pure  faith;  not  seeking  the  titled 
Roman  or  the  high-born  of  the  land  for  his  constant  companions 
and  co-workers,  but  the  honest,  sun-tanned,  hard-working, 
simple-minded  fishermen,  having  no  rank  or  title,  and  bearing 
no  impress  of  nobility,  save  the  one  great  mark  of  divinity  that 
characterizes  all.  And  with  these  men,  the  Saviour  taught  the 
lesson  that  rank  and  station  were  no  passports  for  preferment 
on  this  earth  nor  necessary  requirements  for  the  life  to  come. 

This  idea  taught  and  given  man  by  divinity,  struggled  for 
life  in  the  old  world  for  sixteen  hundred  years,  but  could  not 
break  down  the  impenetrable  walls  between  the  aristocrat  and 
the  poor.  The  struggle  was  about  to  end  in  the  failure  of  right, 
when  intelligence  was  received  that  far  across  an  unknown  ocean 
there  V\^as  a  land  opened  for,  and  inviting  civilization,  whose 
central  idea  was  to  teach  the  doctrine  of  man's  equality. 

There  was  another  prerogative  granted  man,  bequeathed 
to  him  by  his  Creator,  that  of  being  a  free  agent  individually, — 
which  could  never  be  fully  exercised  in  the  old  world,  and  the 
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advocates  of  freedom,  reasoning  that  man's  social  and  govern- 
mental relation  should  be  fashioned  by  the  same  law  that  di- 
rected him  as  an  individual,  demanded  that  the  individual, 
socially  and  governmentally  be  founded  on  the  same  broad  basis 
of  freedom.  These  ideas  crossed  the  ocean  and  sought  America 
as  the  Mecca  of  their  hope.  For  years  they  fought  for  life  on 
this  Continent,  encountering  grim-visaged  war,  suffering  and 
deprivation  in  all  its  forms,  and  were  obstructed  by  the  same 
enemies  of  freedom  encountered  in  the  old  world.  Despotism 
seemed  to  chill  every  hope  that  came  from  the  hearthstone  of 
either.  The  clouds  of  America's  future  seemed  leaden  with 
fear,  and  the  heavens  once  radiant  were  to  be  clouded  and 
darkened  with  despair.  The  hand-writing  of  thraldom  was 
being  penciled  on  the  uncompleted  walls  of  the  Nation — 

When  men  of  honor,  men  of  feeling. 
Men  of  thought  and  men  of  fame. 
Claiming  equal  rights  to  sunshine 
In  a  man's  ennobling  name, 

lightened  the  heavens  with  the  idea  of  self-government,  and  out 
of  a  successful  war  wrote  a  Constitution  for  self-government 
that  became  the  Magna  Charta  of  the  world.  Out  of  success- 
ful war  was  born  the  necessity  for  self-government,  and  self- 
government  made  imperative  a  written  Constitution  embracing 
two  ideas — equality  of  man,  and  guaranteeing  to  the  hum- 
blest individual  liberty  in  its  fullest  sense. 

The  framers  of  our  Federal  Constitution  were  not  parti- 
sans in  its  accepted  sense ;  they  were  statesmen  who  builded  the 
foundation  of  Government  so  secure  and  steadfast  that  the 
house  of  their  creation  v/as  transformed  into  a  mansion  of 
Liberty,  Law  and  Progress,  commanding  the  respect  and  praise 
of  the  civilized  world.  Under  that  constitution,  Jefferson,  with 
cautious  mind  and  prophetic  hope,  gave  us  the  territory  that 
now  teems  with  wealth  that  can  scarcely  be  written  with  the 
decimals,  and  a  people  whose  energy  and  push  has  been  the 
marvel  of  the  world.     Under  this  same  Constitution,  Jackson,  of 
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the  iron  will,  maintained  supremacy  of  the  Union,  and  defied 
secession  on  the  threshold  of  its  home. 

Under  this  Constitution,  Washington,  Franklin,  Hamil- 
ton, Jefferson,  Monroe  and  Calhoun,  and  the  eloquent  and 
effective  Clay  championed  the  protection  policy  for  our  home  in- 
dustries, and  did  the  initial  and  preliminary  work  which  laid  the 
broad  principle  that  has  brought  prosperity  to  every  home  and 
fixed  us  permanently  as  the  greatest  nation  in  the  world.  (Ap- 
plause.) But  we  drifted  away  from  this  Constitution;  avarice 
and  greed  made  men  forgetful  of  the  price  they  had  paid  for 
their  established  constitutional  liberty.  Sectional  interests  made 
them  forgetful  of  the  principle  that  a  Bunker  Hill  had  conse- 
crated— and  war,  awful  civil  war,  resulted.  Slavery  of  man 
was  a  fact  in  a  nation  dedicated  to  liberty,  and  the  stability  of 
the  Union  itself  questioned  and  assailed  by  the  partisans  of 
WTong. — 'Twas  the  times'  curse  when  madmen  led  the  blind. 

This  was  the  condition  that  made  imperative  an  organiza- 
tion that  would  maintain  the  Constitution,  pay  for  liberty  even 
at  the  cost  of  fraternal  blood  and  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  war 
in  honest  coin.  That  organization  was  the  Republican  party. 
(Applause.) 

It  needed  no  prophetic  mind  to  know  that  the  work  of 
the  Republican  party  was  to  maintain  the  Union, — preserve 
the  dignity  of  its  labor, — establish  a  national  credit, — equip 
and  maintain  an  army  for  civil  war,  the  most  stupendous  in  the 
annals  of  time.  It  took  courage,  steadfastness  of  purpose  and 
patriotism  to  face  the  awful  peril  of  the  hour,  but  the  Republi- 
can party  never  faltered,  and  its  men  and  measures  were  always 
in  unison  with  those  principles  of  our  Government  that  have 
made  us  great  and  free.  Civil  liberty  faced  a  crisis,  and  came 
out  of  it  victorious  over  death,  and  gave  her  advocates  in  other 
lands  a  new  hope.  The  Ship  of  our  Destinies  was  in  a  turbu- 
lent sea,  and  the  Lookout  on  the  fo'castle  ahead,  as  he  peered 
into  the  darkness  of  night,  reported  "Storm,  with  angry  Sea." 
There  was  a  patriot  at  the  wheel  and  his  compass  was  the  Con- 
stitution.    He  shortened  sail  and  met  the  shock  of  the  plunging 
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sea,  and  in  the  vigil  of  the  angry  night  had  faith  in  the  God  of 
Storms.  Had  we  known  of  the  dark  shadows  of  four  years  of 
war,  would  there  have  been  patriotism  enough  in  the  Republi- 
can party  to  have  undertaken  the  work?  Had  the  75,000 
Americans  who  responded  to  Lincoln's  first  call  for  help  to  save 
the  Union  been  told  that  the  war  would  last  four  years,  and 
that  a  half-million  lives  would  be  sacrificed  on  freedom's  altar, — 
that  the  cost  would  be  over  five  thousand  millions  of  dollars, — 
that  the  white  man  and  the  black  man  would  drink  from  the 
same  canteen, — follow  the  same  flag, — and  that  the  country 
would  be  dotted  with  thousands  of  nameless  graves, — would 
they  have  halted  in  their  march,  or  deserted  the  Flag  of  the  Na- 
tion? In  my  judgment.  Never!  (Applause.)  In  the  face  of 
it  all,  they  were  Americans  bent  on  Union,  and  it  remains  a 
fact  to-day,  and  will  until  the  end  of  time,  that  we  have  a 
Governm.ent,  and  that  dear  old  Flag  is  the  result  of  the  inde- 
fatigable energy  and  patriotism  of  that  organization  known  as 
the  Republican  party. 

Here  I  may  be  subjected  to  some  criticism,  and  the  ques- 
tion asked, — Did  not  others  outside  of  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  help  to  save  the  Union?  I  say.  Yes,  but  in  a 
form  of  self-government  like  ours,  that  governs  and  rules  by  party 
organization,  the  dominating  force  that  fought  for  the  principles 
of  liberty  and  right  was  the  organization  known  as  the  Republi- 
can party.  If  no  Republican  party  had  been  at  Lincoln's  side, 
a  dissolution  of  this  Union  would  have  been  a  fact  after  the 
first  shot  at  our  Flag  at  Sumter.  Had  there  been  no  Demo- 
cratic organization  in  the  North,  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
would  not  have  lasted  twenty  minutes.  (Applause.)  I  may 
be  inexact  as  to  time,  but  you  get  my  idea.     (Laughter.) 

The  war  came  to  an  end.  Priceless  lives  of  the  Blue  and 
the  Gray  had  passed  on  into  death's  dateless  night.  Debt,  al- 
most as  terrible  as  war,  was  left  behind.  The  Republican  party 
wrote  its  promise  of  honor  to  pay,  and  it  became  as  current  as 
gold  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  re-established  the  erring 
sovereign  States  into  a  more  perfect  Union, — hardly  letting 
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them  know  they  had  been  wanderers,  and  never  omitted  their 
stars  from  our  Flag.  It  made  a  new  South,  with  words  of  good 
will  transformed  their  battlefields  into  farms  of  cotton  and  corn, 
and  bade  the  mountains  of  inexhaustible  coal  and  iron  pay 
tribute  to  their  busy  mills.  She  is  back  again, — where  nature 
and  her  people  destined  her  to  be, — a  most  prosperous  factor 
in  our  nation  of  free  men. 

The  principles  of  protection  have  made  them  strong, — but 
above  and  beyond  all  law  is  a  tie  that  should  ever  bind  us  close 
to  our  brothers  of  the  sunny  South.  We  are  of  one  race,  of 
one  blood,  and  no  enactment  of  man  can  prevail  over  Nature's 
supreme  decree. 

The  statesmanship  of  our  Republican  leaders  is  more  than 
magnified  by  the  conditions  confronting  us  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
today.  The  political  sagacity  of  a  Seward  in  the  purchase  of 
Alaska  marked  another  era  in  our  acquisition  of  territory  neces- 
sarj^  for  our  national  progress  and  prosperity,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  "scuttle  policy"  that  crept  into  a  national  policy  at 
too  early  a  day,  when  the  importance  of  the  Pacific  Coast  was 
scarcely  known  and  clearly  misunderstood,  we'd  have  had  an 
unbroken  sea-coast  line  from  the  Gulf  of  California  to  Behring 
Sea,  and  no  foreign  flag,  sailing  from  a  foreign  port,  to  compete 
with  our  commerce,  could  aid  in  driving  the  American  Flag 
from  the  high  seas.  For  over  forty  years  the  Republican  party 
has  protected  our  manufacturing  industries  and  worked  dili- 
gently for  a  home  market  that  is  the  marvel  of  the  age.  Statistics 
are  unnecessary, — England,  France  and  Germany  are  seeking 
outlets  for  their  surplus  products.  During  the  last  fifty  years 
European  manufactures  have  risen  from  $5,000,000,000  to 
Fifteen  Billions  of  dollars. 

The  first  battle  the  Republican  party  won  was  wresting  our 
own  market  from  the  grasp  of  the  foreign  manufacturer, — turn- 
ing the  current  of  trade,  so  that  now  we  export  more  than  we 
im.port,  to  the  tune  of  billions  of  dollars.  We  have  aroused  the 
jealousy  of  Continental  Europe  and  her  manufacturing  people. 
Sooner  or  later  we  shall  be  brought  face  to  face  with  a  protec- 
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tive  policy  of  those  nations, — more  formidable  than  our  own. 
The  policy  of  the  Republican  party  has  been  to  manufacture 
for  our  own  home  consumption  and  to  sell  our  surplus  in  the 
markets  of  the  world.  Invention,  the  click  of  the  telegraph,  the 
speed  of  the  ocean  greyhound,  have  revolutionized  the  com- 
mercial world  and  brought  to  the  threshold  of  our  doors  cus- 
tomers we  have  never  known.  A  cannon  shot  by  Dewey  from 
the  Olympia,  and  a  revolution  of  the  earth  on  its  axis  placed  our 
Flag  within  four  hundred  miles  of  China,  and  the  acquisition  of 
the  Hav/aiian  Islands  made  us  the  masters  of  this  new  ocean  of 
commercial  power. 

The  continent  of  Asia  and  its  islands  have  a  population 
of  not  less  than  840,000,000.  The  largest  of  these  countries 
is  China,  with  403,000,000  population;  then  comes  British 
India,  with  387,000,000;  then  Asiatic  Russia,  with  23,000,- 
000;  Japan,  42,000,000;  Dutch  East  India,  34,000,000,  and 
French  East  India,  32,000,000. 

Another  tributary  to  the  Pacific  on  the  West  is  Oceanica, 
which,  with  Australia  and  the  neighboring  islands,  has  a  poDU- 
lationof  12,000,000. 

With  Asia  and  Oceanica  together,  the  population  aggre- 
gates eight  hundred  and  fifty  million  in  an  area  of  eighteen 
million  square  miles.  The  trade  of  these  countries  is  already 
immense.  In  this  estimate  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  Pacific 
Coast  of  the  continents  of  North  and  South  America,  whose 
trade  will  bring  the  entire  commerce  of  the  Pacific  to  more  than 
2,500,000,000  a  year. 

At  the  present  time.  Great  Britain  controls  one-half  of  this 
trade. 

At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  American-Asiatic  Association, 
the  Chinese  Minister  to  the  United  States  said: 

"We  all  know  that  China  is  one  of  the  greatest  markets 
of  the  world,  with  a  population  of  400,000,000,  that  must  be 
fed  and  clothed,  and  must  receive  the  necessaries  of  life.  She 
wants  your  wheat,  your  cotton,  your  iron  and  your  manufac- 
tured articles  of  the  New  England  States.    She  wants  steel  rails. 


42  THE   REPUBLICAN  CLUB 

electric  machines  and  one  hundred  other  things  she  can  not  get 
at  home  and  must  get  abroad.  It  is  a  fine  field  for  American 
industry  to  fill  these  wants.  It  is  particularly  easy  for  you  to 
reach  China,  on  account  of  the  fine  highv/ay  you  have  on  the 
Pacific,  and  especially  desirable  that  you  do  so,  since  you  have 
become  our  next-door  neighbor  in  the  Philippines.  If  you  do 
not  come  up  to  your  ovv^n  expectations,  and  meet  this  oppor- 
tunity, it  is  your  ow^n  fault." 

The  policy  of  the  Republican  party,  the  Isthmian  Canal, 
the  maintenance  of  our  Flag  in  the  Philippines,  and  the  acqui- 
sition of  Hawaii,  are  m-ost  potent  arguments  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
publican party, — that  she  is  ever  on  the  alert  for  all  business  and 
commercial  opportunities  that  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
nation  as  a  whole. 

The  Republican  party  is  the  guardian  of  all  these  sacred 
trusts,  and  the  only  guarantee  that  we  have  that  she  will  faith- 
fully fulfill  these  trusts  committed  to  her  for  the  future,  is  the 
history  of  the  past.  Great  work  has  been  done  by  the  grand 
old  party  in  the  past, — and  a  greater  work  remains  for  her  in 
the  future. 

The  danger  point  in  our  Nation's  life  has  been  passed, 
and  with  a  united  countrj%  there  is  no  obstacle  that  we  cannot 
overcome.  The  only  danger  lies  within  ourselves.  We  must 
not  be  selfish  or  sectional  in  our  business  interests.  West  of  the 
Missouri  River  there  is  not  an  industry  that  does  not  need  and 
demand  the  protective  policy  of  the  Republican  party.  The 
manufacturing  East  sends  us  the  output  of  their  mills;  and  in 
return  receives  the  money  we  get  from  our  sheep,  cattle  and  the 
output  of  the  mines.  Experience  has  made  us  know  that  our 
friend  is  the  Republican  party,  and  if  you  business  men  in  the 
East  will  examine  the  page  of  your  ledger,  you  will  find  that 
when  we  are  prosperous  your  clerks  are  working  overtime. 

I  have  incidentally  mentioned  that  our  future  danger,  if 
any,  is  with  ourselves.  The  thought  is  hardly  original.  Lin- 
coln, as  early  as  1837,  said:  "At  what  point  shall  we  expect 
the  approach  of  danger?     Shall  we  expect  some  trans-atlantic 
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military  giant  to  step  the  ocean  and  crush  us  at  a  blow?  Never. 
All  the  armies  of  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa  combined,  with  all 
the  treasure  of  the  earth  (our  own  excepted)  in  their  military 
chest,  with  a  Bonaparte  for  commander,  could  not,  by  force, 
take  a  drink  from  the  Ohio,  or  make  a  track  on  the  Blue  Ridge, 
in  a  trial  of  a  thousand  years. 

"At  what  point,  then,  is  the  approach  of  danger  to  be 
expected:  Answer:  If  it  ever  reaches  us,  it  must  spring  up 
among  us." 

Thousands  are  coming  here  from  foreign  lands.  Who  are 
they?  What  are  their  purposes?  Have  they  come  with  the 
honest  intention  to  study  diligently  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, assimilate  with  us,  and  become  in  fact  Americans?  If  so, 
we  open  wide  the  door,  bid  them  come  in  and  tarry  with  us 
until  the  morning  dawns,  that  we  may  show  them  acres  of 
fatness,  inviting  them  to  successful  labor.  If  these  be  their 
purposes,  we  welcome  them  in  their  loyal  enterprises  and  desires, 
but  if  they  come  from  the  opium  dens  of  China,  or  are  fleeing 
from  Europe  as  condemned  criminals,  branded  as  felons  by  their 
country's  outraged  law,  we  must  shut  the  door  with  a  slam, 
bolt  it,  bar  it,  and  fumigate  our  national  structure,  that  con- 
tagious disease  destroy  not  our  household. 

The  time  has  come  to  modify,  correct  and  qualify  our  laws 
of  immigration  and  naturalization.  This  country  is  not  a  home 
with  doors  wide  open  and  cheerful  fires,  inviting  all  tongues  of 
the  earth  to  its  hearthstone,  unless  the  recipients  of  our  favor 
know  our  law,  study  our  civilization,  and  acquaint  themselves 
with  our  history. 

You  and  I  know  that  the  future  safety  of  this  nation  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  supremacy  of  the  native  born  American 
child.  An  American  should  be  taught  in  school  life  the  golden 
rule  of  individual  liberty,  "to  do  unto  others,  in  whatever  field 
of  labor  they  may  be  found,  as  others  should  do  unto  him." 
Upon  this  hangs  the  law. 

There  is  another  question  that  is  receiving  the  serious  con- 
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sideration  of  not  only  our  present  Republican  administration, 
but  the  people  of  the  country  at  large,  namely,  the  abnormal 
growth  of  trusts  and  their  attitude  to  the  law.  No  creature  of 
the  law  must  be  above  the  law.  Corporations  that  are  per- 
mitted under  the  law  to  do  business  the  same  as  individuals 
must  conform  to  the  same  laws  of  ordinary  competition  as  the 
individual,  and  both  must  leave  competition  free  to  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand.  Establish  the  open  shop  in  transportation, 
commerce  and  manufactures,  and  in  every  way  aid  a  Republi- 
can President  in  his  aggressive,  honest  and  fearless  stand  against 
a  danger  that  is  a  menace  to  our  national  progress.  Universal 
public  opinon  is  in  favor  of  the  Republican-Sherman  Anti-Trust 
law  and  its  objects,  and  demands  that  the  Nation,  not  the  indi- 
vidual, make  the  fight  that  will  insure  competition,  which  is  the 
life  of  our  interstate  exchange.  The  Republican  party  will,  in 
this  matter,  do  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  future  is  full  of  promise.  We  have  much  to  do  and 
can  do  it  with  a  will.  There  is  nothing  we  have  started  in  to  do 
that  can  not  be  accomplished.  Do  not  be  disturbed  by  the  cry 
of  expense.  In  the  Philippines  we  have  a  wealth  in  their  natural 
resources  and  products  that  will  more  than  yield  their  cost  a 
hundredfold.  There  was  a  loss  to  our  live  stock  interests  during 
the  last  two  years  of  Mr.  Cleveland's  second  administration 
that  would  have  bought  every  island  in  the  South  seas.  Six 
hundred  and  sixty-four  million  dollars  during  those  never-to-be- 
forgotten  years,  was  lost  forever.  One  million,  one  hundred 
dollars  a  day  for  every  working  day  during  that  period.  Have 
the  American  people  forgotten? 

Do  not  fear  the  expense  of  the  Canal.  A  fair  estimate  by 
lumbermen  is  that  the  opening  of  this  artery  of  commerce  will 
add  two  dollars  to  the  value  of  every  thousand  feet  of  lumber  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  In  the  state  of  Washington  alone  there  is 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  billion  feet  of  timber.  This  virgin 
forest  is  worth  three  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars  alone,  to 
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say  nothing  of  the  massive  Redwoods  of  California  and  the 
Pines  of  Oregon  and  Alaska. 

What  statistician  will  furnish  the  other  data  for  this  Na- 
tional enterprise? 

And  now,  one  word  to  you  New  Yorkers, — you  of  the 
robust  brain,  that  seek  your  underground  transit  like  beetles, 
rushing  and  crowding  and  pushing  on  your  elevated  railways 
and  crawling  like  bees  into  the  star-disturbing  stories  of  your  flat- 
iron  buildings,  whose  clearing  house  shows  greater  figures  than 
any  city  in  the  world, — let  me  tell  you  there  are  some  things 
you  do  not  know.  Come  with  me  to  the  growing  West,  and 
know  a  country  that  you  are  largely  dependent  upon  for  business 
success.  Breathe  the  air  of  our  Mountain  States  for  health,  and 
look  down  deep  into  the  caverns  of  inexhaustible  wealth,  that 
pledge  this  Nation  shall  never  want.  Come  with  me  over  the 
broad  plains,  with  their  waving  grasses,  where  browse  the 
cattle  of  the  sun,  and  learn  of  a  life  that  will  help  you  to  know! 
See  the  numberless  farms, — knov/  the  man  at  the  plow, — talk 
to  the  man  with  a  hoe, — climb  the  rocky,  craggy  mountains  and 
acquaint  yourself  with  the  pathv/ay  of  the  pioneer ! 

I  have  only  blazed  the  way  for  your  thought!  Your 
business  is  sure  to  follow. 

Come  to  California,  and  see  an  emerald  set  round  with 
the  diamond  snows  of  the  Sierras  and  the  surf  of  the  sea, — an 
Empire  in  herself, — that  bids  you  and  yours  God-speed  and 
welcome.  She  is  a  Republican  from  principle  and  believes  in  the 
policies  of  that  party ;  and  did  believe  in  them  at  a  time  when  it 
v/as  vital  to  the  life  of  this  very  Nation,  that  she  should  be  loyal 
to  the  Flag  of  the  Union.  She  has  golden  fruits, — of  mine  and 
tree, — and  every  resource  within  her  own  domain  that  made 
this  Nation  great.  We  invite  you  now  of  the  Empire  State, 
representing  the  wealth,  some  of  the  intelligence,  and  more  of 
our  trade,  to  look  west  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  see  the  op- 
portunities that  beckon  you,  to  help  along  the  triumphal  pro- 
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cession  of  the  Republican  party  of  today.  Come  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  keeper  of  the  Gate  of  Gold;  tarry  with  us  over  night; 
we  will  give  you  the  key,  and  when  the  morning  dawns,  in  the 
sacred  presence  of  the  memories  of  our  dear,  departed  heroes, 
we  will  look  out  and  upon  that  great  ocean,  and  ask  the  God  of 
Nations  to  wed  her  to  our  commerce  and  our  Flag.  (Ap- 
plause.) 
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ADDRESS    OF 

HON.  JAMES   M.  BECK 


PRESIDENT  STERN:  Gentlemen,  I  know  the  hour 
is  late,  but  v/e  still  have  with  us  one  of  the  most  brilliant  speak- 
ers in  the  United  States,  and  I  am  sure  I  divine  your  motives 
when  I  say  that  you  will  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  Hon. 
James  M.  Beck,  of  New  York.     (Applause.) 


ADDRESS  OF  HON.  JAMES  M.  BECK. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Republican  Club: 
Be  not  alarmed  with  the  thought  that  I  have  any  intention  of 
delivering  the  impromptu  speech,  in  whose  painful  preparation 
I  spent  my  last  forty-eight  hours.  I  appreciate  that  the  social 
statute  of  limitations,  which  prescribes  that  all  well  regulated 
dinners  should  cease  somewhere  near  midnight,  has  already  run 
against  anything  I  had  intended  to  say,  and  as  the  President  of 
the  Club  will  bear  me  out,  I  told  him  that  at  this  late  hour — 
when  diners  as  well  as  churchyards  yawn — I  preferred  to  re- 
main silent.  After  President  Roosevelt  had  spoken,  I  appre- 
ciated that  the  time  would  be  insufficient  for  three  additional 
speakers,  and  I  suggested  to  Senator  Dolliver  and  Mr.  Knight 
that  they  speak  without  regard  to  the  fact  that  an  additional 
speaker  was  still  to  be  heard.  (Cries  of  "go  on"  and  applause.) 
In  so  doing  I  did  this  Society  my  best  service,  for  no  word  of 
Senator  Dolliver's  speech  could  have  been  profitably  spared.  I 
am  only  sorry  that  the  eloquent  gentlem.an  from  California  un- 
necessarily shortened  his  speech  on  my  account,  because  he 
spoke  with  so  much  eloquence  that  all  of  us  who  were  privileged 
to  hear  him  only  regretted  that  we  were  not  entering  instead  of 
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leaving  that  happy  season  of  the  year  when  the  nights  grow 
longer.  (Laughter.)  Certainly  nothing  could  be  more  inap- 
propriate than  for  me  in  the  "wee  sma'  hours"  to  attempt  a 
serious  or  extended  speech.  Indeed  my  theme,  "The  Unity  of 
the  Republic,"  unconsciously  led  me  into  a  line  of  thought 
which  the  President  has  already  both  adorned  and  exhausted, 
and  I  feel  very  much  in  the  position  of  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man, of  whom  I  once  heard,  who  was  delivering  a  long  prayer 
on  Thanksgiving  Day,  in  which  he  took  occasion  to  tell  the 
Almighty  all  of  the  occurrences  that  had  taken  place  in  the  last 
twelve  months,  and  finally  he  wound  up  by  saying,  "O,  Lord, 
for  further  particulars,  I  refer  you  to  the  President's  Message." 
With  both  time  and  subject  gone,  I  crave  a  similar  reference. 
Pardon  me  one  suggestion,  which  occurred  to  me  as  the  Presi- 
dent was  speaking.  History  repeats  itself  and  who  shall  say 
that  great  men  may  not  be  reincarnated  from  time  to  time  ?  As 
the  President  spoke  I  found  myself  recalling  the  illustrious  men 
of  American  history  and  wondering  which  of  the  public  men  of 
America  he  most  resembled,  and  I  thought  of  that  other  young 
man,  whom  the  great  State  of  New  York  gave  to  the  nation, 
whose  mortal  remains  sleep  quietly  in  Trinity  Churchyard,  and 
I  thought  I  saw  in  Theodore  Roosevelt  the  reincarnation  of  the 
vigorous  personality,  the  undaunted  courage,  the  far-sighted 
purpose,  the  intense  national  spirit  which  distinguished  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  among  his  contemporaries.  (Applause.)  Like 
Hamilton,  he  is  one  "whom  the  lust  of  office  can  not  kill,"  one, 
"whom  the  spoils  of  office  can  not  buy,"  one  "who  has  opin- 
ions and  a  will,"  one  "who  can  not  lie."  (Applause.) 
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MENU 

Pamplemousse  avec  cerises  au  marasquin 

Consomme  a  la  Bamia 

Creme  St.   Germain 

Radis        Olives        Celeri        Amandes  salees 

Cotelettes  de  Bass  a  la  Washington 
Salade  de  Concombres 

Cassolettes  de  Ris  de  Veau  au  nouveau  siecle 

Poitrine  de  Poulet  du  printemps  roti 
a  la  Bourgeoise 

Asperges,  sauce  Hollandaise 

Sorbet  de  Fantaisie 

Canard  tete  rouge  roti 
Hominy  frit  Salade  de  Saison 

Gateaux  assortis 
Petits  fours  Fruits 

Cafe 

G.  H.  Mumm's  Extra  Dry  White  Rock 

G.  H.  Mumm's  Selected  Brut  Apollinaris 

The  Waldorf-Astoria  le  13  Fevrier,   1905 


Diagram  of  Banquet  Hall. 
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